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I dedicate this book to my son, Carlos A 
and to my wife, Maria Isabel Ho!!. 

i also dedicate this book to all children who 
hove found learning to read difficult and to oH 
teachers who would oppreciate a simple, last, ond 
efficient method of teaching children to read. 



The cover-. These children are learning to reod 
Kenneth Bolyer is on the left, and Larry Tear is en 
the right. 
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mOhh THI AUTHOR 



The outhor, Buford C. Hail, is o toocher of 
raading In the Elemontoiy School. HSs Degrea is 
from the University of Arksnsos at Fayettevllle. 

I soon rsoliMid thot Qbout Vi of tha 3rd sand 
4th grgd© students each year could not read well 
enough to rmd their basal currlcutym reodera. 

A child who cannot read 94% or better will 
net b« able *© read math problems, do the reading 
workbook, social studies, or even know what the 
speifing words are. 

Many chitdren are classified as slow learners 
or learning disoblllty chiidran, because they can't 
read. Of course, they can't'do their iessons; thay 
cen t read. It is a fact that children who can't read 
ne»d help, and they need it quickly.. 

Teachers will fmd that the Cassette Reading 
Method Is a simpie. fast, and efficient method of 
teaching children to read. it will teach your 
children to read bettor than any other known 
system or method. For example, with a class of 25 
fourth graders you will find that about 24 will be 
reading at 90% or better by the end of the year. 



Thoie on© qr two children rsmQihlng are truly 
speciQl ©ducfltlpn children or loerning dliabtlity 
children^ HQwever, they usually can be taught to 
read in just one more yeor on the machines. 

The author is 44 and was born April 18, 1932 
in Dewitf. ArkanM^ 



CWSITTI MADIN© MITHOD 

This Is a no.nsns®nse method of tsaaehlng 
r«od»Ba to chUdfen. It Is simple, fast, ond efficient. 
H It faosed on on* amazing feet; T© \mmm t© read, 

murt •«# th» word and h#ar th* word nt the 

You will recosnlie this as Guthrie's Theory of 
learning (19S2) put into practieal use. Two stlmun 
ocwrrlng ot the .ame time will b. I«rn«d 
foflcthar. The first stimuli is the written word and 
♦he second is the spoken sound of the word. 
Reeall of one will tend to recoil the other. 

Others of you will rBCogniie this as Hull's 
Theory of Learning (1943) put into practical use. 
Thinit will be learned which are repeated 
together often onough. Children using the 
Cassette Reading Method will hear about 4000 
words per hour. 

Each hour the children receive obout 4,000 
random words from Children's Literature books. In 
' Q 2 hsur reading period occurring daily for 36 
weeks, the child will hear about 1,440,000 words. 

instruct the children to say after you: "To 
|«flrn to read, you muit see the word and hear th« 
wofd at the ieme time." Have the children soy 
this until they hove memorised It. Also have them 
point to an eye and then to an ear as they sdy it. 



the ehiidren must be encouraged to Heap 
their place with g bookmark. It h necassd^ j us© 
Q bookmark, because then It is easy tor the 
teacher to tell just who is working correctly and 
who Is not. The teacher murt monitor the 
iituotlon. It will b© wise to occasionally go to each 
child and plug Into his black box, and listen to see 
if he has his place, and to see how wall he is able 
to keep his place. 

You will find that beginning readers will do 
better with large lettering. They can see it better 
and can keep their place better. 

It is better to begin this method with second 
graders. By the time your second grade grQUp has 
hod it for three years, you will find few or no 
fourth graders in your remedial reading class. 

The Cassette Reading Method works well with 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade children. In a typical year 
with 25 2nd graders sent to the reading room for 
one hour every other day, all could read at 90% or 
better In their basal readers by the end of the 
school year. As the year progressed, those who 
could read at 94% remained in their regular 
classroom. 

In a typical year 1 2 of a class of 27 3rd 
graders were sent to the cassette reading roonrl. 
By the end of the school year all were reading at 
90% or better in their basal readers. 
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Thm 4th gradars sfter g fypicQl yeGr, a!! but 2 
[ chUdr^n, couW read obov© 90% In the 4th grade 
boisl reader. 

Eoeh grade in the above example hod not 
been taught reading previously with the Cassette 
Reading Method, 

The Cassette Method was Innavated as it was 
necessary to find a teaching method which would 
reach even the slow learner. 

The Cassette Reading Method was found 
syparior to Phonks, See Phonks Vs The Cosiette 
Reading Method, Hall (1976). 

The Phonoylsual Method, which Is similar to 
the Cassette .Reading Method, was found superior 
to sl^c other methods of teaching reading. See An 
lyaluGtlon of the Phonovlsual Method, (1965). 
Both systems read to the child. However, 
cassettes are for easier to use In practical use than 
ore records^ 

Reading Is essentially a skill which lllicits 
automatic responses. It must be overlearned. The 
learning theories of Guthrie and Hull fit nicely to 
create the Cassette Reading Method. 

It takes a good teochar to implement the 
Cassette Reading Method. The method Is good, 
but it takes a good hard working teacher to make 
It work. 



These two girls, Paulo Herring on the left, and 
Tre^y Brown on the right, are learning to read with 
the Cassette Reading Method. 

DiFINITION OF RiADING 

Strange as It may seem, there is some 
cenfu.ion as to the meaning of the word Reading. 
To clarify this we must define the word-. 

, Reading U iMlng " '^otd and wylng » 
„rr.ctly. Reading is not comprehen^n^Readmg 
U not understanding the written worti.^^„ 
there are many children who can read 94 /, or 
better, the A level; and yet they do not understand 
well what they read. I have seen A readers w.th 
camprehension at the D and F level. Th.s .* not 
uncommon. i 0 



Jhm deferminatlon ef reoding ikill is done 
v#fy iimply. Choose a paragraph at Fandoin frorn 
fha tesai reader ©r the Children's IHerature. Count 
100 words and ask the child to read It, iach 
missed word will count off one percentage point. 

Now wher^ you wish to say how well a child 
can read, yeu can quote a percentage number and 
be very accurate In stating his true reading leveL 

It Is Impractical to expect children to compre^ 
hend before they con read. However, when 
children can score above 94% in readlngp they are 
reo^ for comprehension training. 

Comprehension training ihould continue until 
they can score 83% or better on the SRA Com^ 
prehension tests« j 

Porker, Don H. SRA Reading LaborstoFy. 1958. 

When a child is finally at the 94% reading 
level and at the 83% comprehension level, they 
are ready for the standard curriculum basal 
readen and workbook. 

Sometimes you will find a child who has a A In 
comprehension, but he has yet to reach the 94% 
level in reading. Keep this child on the Cassette 
Reading Method until hlsVeadlng has reached 
94% or better. ^ 



TiACH THE CHILDRIN TO LIKE RiADING 

Yes, it can be done. Children can be tought or 
conditioned or trained to like reading. 

The child must be happy while he is reading. It 
is as simple as that. There is Q great deal of 
theory behind this. Guthrie (1952) would say that 
since the child was happy while he was reading, 
then the two are learned together. That is, on© 
will tend to recall the other. A happy moment 
with a book will be recalled when the child picks 
up the book once again to read. 

The problem arises for the good teacher to 
manage to keep the children happy while they 
reod. J.2 
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iS^ rMdlng^rtyf In th® library \ylth th© teacher 
i^-^rlyn^ They get Ilk® and read 

j(ji:S(r^lrip Then tl^^^eil their frtondt 

This ihauld be done 
ll^^^her feels, mhoifi 1 hoiy r a week. 

Jing with q friend aften makes Jchlldren 
ryl^i^ppy, if they talk some of the book,/ that Is 

m^ttm^^ children +iave their choice of the books 
^fGan\mQd. jf It Is not too hard for them or the 
itnefi fob smaU let them read their choice. A 
^^m6lated mind Is a wonderful thlng,^ 

A f ways encourage tdklngJibf^ary books home* 



COMPREHINSION 



iMding comprtfh^ffitiDn. li not rMdhigi it is 

uhderstsndlng mi rmmdmg,- This level ean be 
determined by many good/ comprehension tests. 
The author uses SRA booklets With the multiple 
choice tests gt the end of a two page short story. 
Use only 5 multiple' choice questions §6 that you 
con figure the percentage in yaur head. Onit miis' 
is 80%, two 60%, three 40%, four 20%, and five 
0%. Do pot u^e the other questions which d© not 
r^lote t© the story, ^ 

Children can handle the basal reader te^tb©©k^ 
and warkbook whe^'they con score 83% or better 
on the comprehension tests and 94% or better ©n 
reading tests./ \ 

I^ Js ^^less 'to^give children comprehension 
trolnihg tests until they can read above 94%. 

There is some doubt that comprehension can 
be taught at alL That is, can ability to understand 
really be taught? 

There is no doubt thot a.chlld con be taught to 
comprehend o dertain lesson, but this is really 
leqrning, not comprehension. This is far from 
teaching him the obility t© understand. Can j 
camprehension or the ability to understand really j 
be taught? I dont think so. 
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f : A sfydy by th© author, Holl (1976) - CaitipMN 
li^M^M Cenimf hm Teught; but LMmlnf Cm, 
IravMli that the ability to understand or thoreford 
||amprah«niion« cannot ^ taught. Ther® was no 
4tii|nlflcant difff rence batwMn^ th© contra! and tha 
^p^lmantal group. \ 

- ^ ■ \ ^ 

f : Tha aKparimanHiL group vvai given ©ictonilve 
OWA comppehenslon training ignd t^^^^ The 
control group was not. * J ^^^^^^^ - 

The Amertaeii Callege Dictionary (1950) lists 
; camprehension as: "Understanding, capacity of the 
mind to grasp ideas, and oblli^ to know," 

A thoroygh search of the literature revealed 
much misunderstanding and mis-use of the vraid 
vcamprehension. It is usually used as a synonym of 
learning which Is incorrect* 

As a reading teacher you will have teachers 
come to you saying that a child can soy words 
correctly, but he scores poorly on comprehension. 
You wiil be asked to teach the ^hlld comprehen- 
sion* If the child Is Teading 99% to 100%, refuse 
to take him. The ability to understand or 
comprehend cannot ^ taught. 

This book Is not concerhed with the teaching 
of comprehension. However, the SiU cpmprehen- 
ston tests should be given regularly to your 94% 
and above riders, because they will learn a lot 



from the material. You con easily find out |ust how 
much they have learned of the material by the test 
scores. 

A basal reader system based on the SRA 
two-page story ond test principle would be 
^excellent. It wouldn't teach them comprehension 
(the abllty to understand), but it would teach them 
the material and give you a fine grading measure. 

Vocabulary training takes place naturdlly vtfith 
the Cassette Reading Method./4t takes place due ta 
reading the content of the Children's Literature. 

Comprehension is "understanding; capacity of 
the mind to understahd". Intelligence is "capacity 
for understanding". The American College Diction- 
ary (19S0). 

- Understanding of the written word will come 
naturally while the student is reading, according ta 
his inherited level of intelligence, environment and 
eg© levoL 



THi 100 WORD TiST 

- llvi\ Q gfada for reading and onm for 
j^mpfiihtHiiion« Thostf rMding ^low 945^ will 
^^^^^^.^^^^1^^^^ . gradd. Gtvi^ compfahensim . 

^ifntilg: SRA tMti to those children who con read 

l^e^l 00 word test the simplist and Milest 
4o meaiure reodirig skill accurately. Do not 
is^ a standdrdlied test Reading Is random r It 
|i;:ript standardlied. Reading is reading words at 
'iHdorn os^tni^^^ oppMr on the printed pager iveh 
page^ Is " chosen at random very' often* 
p^ftereforei testing: must com from random reod^ 
^In'gm^ ^ 

t;V: ^ A good test would be to choose a paragraph 
p^trandom from their basal reader Then count d^ut 
Too words. This Is the test. Each word they miss 
Will count off one point. This wilt give you a 
Ipercentoge number which wilt be on accurate 
Irrepresentatlon of the child's reading levM/ 

1^?^= . After the pre^test, which Is done the first thing 
|af the flrM of th# yeorr place your i^lldren frito 
two groupii Onm group will scqre 94% or better. 
|Thls group does not need th^g^-CoMette Reading 
|M#thii^. They con do th© standard curriculum 
Ifeqding material for that gr@de« They should be In 
ithelr home room.'^ 



Th^ s^ond § raup will bo made up of thasa 
chlldr(ftfi who ntoTQ below 94% on the 100 ward 
pr^teM, these ehlldren need the Casietle Reading 
MethodJ 

Till Caisetfe Reading Mefh6d eon best be 
corrled Qfi In a separate room provfdea for this 
purpose. A slKty minute reading period dally will 
be fine. 



\ 



CHAIIT THI ilAIINiNO CURVI|ACH MONTH 

' tt Is important to chart a learning curve of 
mat^ child during the sehool year. At the 
b«gInninB test the child to see |ust what his 
b»9i|inlng percent In reading is. Mark this on the 



" iach month iflorft bnother dot on the chart. 
Get a poekate of iraphyaper so you will have a 
graph tor each child. It tfc wise to test every two 
weeks and overage the\two tests together to 
obtain th« monthly averogi. Divide the composite" 
scoro by a to receive the averoge score. More 
-Testf ihttn 2 per month arji unnecessary and will 
disturb the reading learning situation too often 
and serve no useful purpose. 



USE CHILDRIN'S MTIRATURI 

The wonderful world of chlidren's. literature 
opens its doors with th» Cossette Reading Method. - 

The reading material should be children i 
literature. 

The basal reading text should be used also to 
ploce many of the stories on tape. Choose only 
itpries which you believe they will like. 

Ploce about iO books and tapes on a long 
table with tfjeir dccompanying cassette tapes. The 
children choose which books they will read. 

This all becomes very exciting for them. You 
will find that they will have great enthusiasm for 
reading children s literature. 

RECORDING THi CHILDRIN'S LITiRATURI 
ON CASSETTE RECORDING TAPE 

The teacher must read the stories Into the 
Cassette ^Recorder at a pace the children can 
follow; iTbii is about 80 to 100 words a minute. 

Be sdi^ to pause at the end of the sentence. 
Alto pouM at th« end el th. Iln.. This pause is 
short, but 16%. enough to let the child know that 
the end of the line has been reached. 
• Always record when it is very quiet. Never 
' record when the eliiidren ore present. . 
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ii y THI CMSITtl PLAYIi 

||rtV ft l» nacMsary to take wch caisetts tape and 
|lSxth« tab at the back ^hleh Is removable, 
iiiSwe the tab en ea§h sids to prevent children 
pushing the T«d button on the 
P^«|l»r and ruining a tape. You will lird It 
^fiiary to rornove both tabs. When you wish to 
'^record, you can place paper In the hole and still 

Teoeh the children to use the playeri* Many 
lliibnd graders cah be tsyght to uie the cassette 
Siii^^py* hov^evcr, the teacher wHi have to run the 



imochine for %QXt\%. / 

| : it U wisjrto tell the children not to rewind 
§fter using a tape. They are only to rewind before 
Ifbey use a tape. / 

r it Is more efficient to place al tapes In an 
^ofd#rly fashion In a box on the/teacher*s desk. It is 
^test to rewind all tapes befo^ the children arrive. 
^Then the teacher can hand them the qorrect tape 
dll ready ta run, -J . 



THE EAfliPHONIS 

/ 



Earphones ore a necessity. They will achieve 
your pyrpose when /Milng the Cassette Reading 
^Method and yet the/ndMse level is kept^own In the 
^f^m. The teachir-thould spend oil available time 
^mehltorina each child^a see that he is keeping the 



place with d bookmork. Occasionally it might bo 
necessary to Insist that they get busy. 

The earphones will break down at times. 
Usually this is q wire pulled loose from the plug or 
an open connection between the plug and the 
earphone. 

This can be fixed with a solderlni Iron. You 
will need solder, hook-up wire #18. and an ©hin 
meter. The ohm meter will help you to determine 
just where the break Is, 



MICHANICAl. PROilEWtt OP THI PLAYm 

It will be necessary to buy some Non-SHp. This 
is a liquid chemical which will cause the Cassette 
Ployer. belts to operate better. 

Poorly designed players will sometimes cause 
rhe tape to wrap around the large pulley near the 
recording head. Usually this will come loose if you 
will gently push play again while pulling. However, 
sometimes/ it will be necessary to take the 
Cassette Player apart and then take your tape 
loose. This does not happen often, but it does 
'happen. 

Some tapes are poorly made,- and they will 
turn hard and not work well In the recorder. When 
you discover this,' turn It with a BIc pen. , 

Should a belt need to be replaced, use about 
ten turns of thread. It will work very well. 
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AUXILIARY iARPHONE PLUGS AND BOXES 

On® Csssette Player will iupply enbugh audio 
many ehltdron using earphones. It may b© 
cMsary te make ©3ctra places t© plug Into. Small 
mk honm% and jacks can be purchased from 
die Shack itores, - 

It is recemmended that all connections be of 
I miniature ilie. They are stronger and work 
tter than the standard size. 

A bo*nwTtH^3 or 4 auxiltary miniature jplufll 
ch should be available for each Cassette Playen 
en children rtiay read together as they choose. 



MOVIi STYPi PROJiCTION OF WORDS 

The Cassette Reading Method works equally 
ill^ith the Tachlstoscope. This mqchine prq|ects 
line at a time on a movie screen. Filmed 
ildren's stories may be pro|ected onto a screen 
p reading s line at a time. 

The teacher can eitherLXead the line to the 
ildren or have small groups of 3 or 4 jIt together 
id read the lines In turn. As each child reads a 
le the others help him with the words he misses, 
lis quickly' becomes a group psycholpgy learning 
fuqtion. His^ peer group hears him read and 
arn. It Is participated In with high Interest. 



Th# teochar may wish to mak# cpisette tapss 
of certain foycrite films/ The teacher may wish to 
use a larger speaker than the one in the cassette 
player. It may be plugged Into the same miniature 
phone jack as the earphone^ The larger and better 
speaker will give the sound of a movie in progress. 

It vvill be necessary to|ask a child to push the 
button on the Tachistoscope to change the line of 
words to the ne^t line when needed. 

With the Tachistoscope it Is possible to display 
^^ingle Jine of ^©rds osHong^as^necesf ar^^ f 
nice variation of the Cassette Reading Method. Tha 
teacher will find that children will wont to read on 
the Tachistoscope for awhile and then finally will 
ask you to let him read on the Cassette Players 
awhile. Also the reverse sometimes happens. 

You will find that the children really get 
turned on to reading. They get to choose the 
books or the films. They get to operate cassette- 
ployers or the Tachistoscope. They get to read 
aiolfd or silently. They work In groups or slnglei^^ 
of their choice. Their reading learning situation is 
always changing and eKCltlng. 

Tachiitoicope. Ptychofechnici Inc. OlenvleWt 

Illinois. 600aS ^ 

It will be wise also to get on electronic 
technician to wire you a place to plug a 
microphone Into the cassette machine so that you ' 



OTHIR METHODS 



Other method mf teaching reading may be 
used whence change of pace \i needed, Varle^ Is 
a wonderful thing In learning. , It keeps away 
boredom and stimulates the child. However, bear 
in mind that any deviation from the Cassette 
Redding Method is little more than d change of 
pace or a short diversion, Theco Is no other 
reading method as simple and eHlclent as the, . 
Cassette Reading Method. Other methods should 
not be used for periods of more than 30, minutes, . 

One of the foyorlte methodi used as^av^;^; 
"break" from the Cassette Reading Method Is a 15 ! 
minute period of reading In the library/ This might 
best be used for children who con r^ad at 90% 
and above. They should also be encouraged to 
check out books of their choice. 

Phonics books should be placed on cassette 
tapes. These books should be placed on the 
children's liteature table, They may choose to 
read phonics. The topes should be made to keep ^ 
the reading exciting. Leave out meaningless rules 
of phpnici they need never learn* There are 
plenty of people who reqd 100% and yet they do 
not know the many complex rules of phonics. 

The many complex rules of phonics are 
somewhat like learning a foreign longyqge, one ' 



Which Is no longer yiad or spokan/ De not confuse 
the child by trying to teach him rules he will never 

^ However, phonics Is not oil bod. Teach the 
child that letters and corrtblnatlons of letters have 
ioyhds. New words can be broken down into 
ports and sounded out. Many textbooks of phonics 
have pogei of. suffixes with several prefixes thot 
can be added. Moke tapes which read these 
words with each prttf odded. Ask the child to try 
to say the word before the teacher does or before 
his partner does* It becomes fun to beat the 
partner or to soy It before the teacher. 

Also soy a word and let the child choose 
which prefix went with the suffix to moke the 
word. After the child stotes whf h of three 
prefixes he believes Is right, the teacher will tell 
him which Is right. It soon becomes a gome of 
reading, 

A favorite diversion is to hove stocks of word 
cords. Place these cords on o desk top. Four or 
five children sit oround the table. The captain colls 
out words and the others try to' find the card ond 
place his hqnd on It first. 

The child who touches the. correct word cord 
first gets to pick it up. This reading gome is fun 
and is very simllor to slap|ack. 



Another fovorite diversion Is to give pairs of 
children IS minutei with a small electric cgku- 
Istor. They will be fascinated by it. This can be 
used as a reward for reading several books. 
Excitement will be high, and the reading situotlan 
will be stimulated. 




Group reading with the Tachlstoseope can be 
very exciting. Loft to rightr Tracy Brown, Larry 
TMr, Randy Alberson, and Kenneth iolyer. 
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COHCLUSION 

The Cassem Reading Method Is by for the 
bMt method of teaching poadlng there Is.- It has 
bmmn used so sueeessfuny that most slow learners 
ieopn to read In just one school year. 

Other methods should also be used. However, 
ether methods should be used very spaplngly as 
only a breok from the Cassette Method. The same 
teaching method constantly will become tiring. 

The teacher must bear In mind that all time 
away from the Cassette Reading Method Is very 
neorly time lost or simply time for a change of 
pace. The Cassette Reading Method is far better 
than any other method. 

Never forget that the Cassette Method Is 
ejtpesing your learner to about 4,000 words an 
ho6r. No other method can do that. 

Teach this method to second, third, and fourth 
graders. The first might even be Included. Most 
children will need no more than two years on the 
reading machines to produce reading scores of 
100%. 
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